Hemolytic anemias in pregnancy.
Polymorphism exists and complicates the diagnosis of inherited hemolytic anemias. However, with linkage DNA analysis and, on occasion, with characterization of the mutant gene, it is possible to make a diagnosis on the DNA level. This technique increases our understanding of the enzymatic defect and the relationship with clinical findings. In acquired hemolytic anemias, pregnancy is one of the most commonly associated conditions. The physiology is not yet entirely understood and, therefore, does not allow specific treatment. Supportive therapy is usually the rule in these cases.